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“Let it burn, let it burn, let it burn!”
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It’s in here somewhere!
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The table is set
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More cake at Walton
What a wonderful Week!
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Mel works his magic at Sycamore Close
Blow the Trumpet for Jubilee!

The ancient Jewish trumpet was a ram’s horn or yobel in Hebrew, which gives us the word jubilee.  There has been plenty of trumpeting during the celebrations of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, and much deserved praise for her sixty years of dedicated service as monarch.  But I have heard hardly anything about the original meaning of jubilee from the Bible.  In the Bible jubilee means the remission of debt, the freeing of slaves and the return of all land to its original owners at the 50th year.  This was heralded by the blowing of the ram’s horn after the seven cycles of sabbatical (or ‘seventh’) years.  Historians can’t tell us for sure whether these radical measures were ever fully put into practice, but the vision was certainly there and it would be a huge loss if it were forgotten altogether.

Some scholars say there are two contrasting (or are they complementary?) emphases in the Bible: one centralising, wealth-accumulating and monarchical with King David as its great hero, the other radical, popular and prophetic, running from the prophet Amos to Mary’s song in the Magnificat of the mighty being ejected from their seats, and the rich sent empty away.

We have celebrated the first monarchy-focused theme very fully this summer.  Societies need organisation and order and leaders who know themselves accountable.  But as the Greek and Spanish financial crises unfold it is surely time to remember the second, and the real meaning of Jubilee, freedom from crippling burdens of debt, however they have been incurred.  

Christopher Lamb
Choral Society

W

ith the Choral Society on its annual summer break, there is now time to reflect on the busy run of three spring concerts rather than the usual two.

On 12th May, the choir sang at Tysoe Church, with the profits shared between the church and Tysoe Methodist Church. It was a beautiful building and there was a good sized audience to listen to the singing. There were also many effusive comments about the standard of the refreshments, with some choir members saying that they were the best they’d ever tasted!

The following evening, the venue was St. Nicholas Church in Warwick, where Rachel was able to accompany the choir on a grand piano – a rare treat. 

The final performance was on 18th May at St. Peter’s Church, Wellesbourne, where unseasonably cool weather led to the ladies of the choir wearing their jackets over their blouses rather than their coloured scarves. A wonderful spread of food was donated by the choir members and the raffle proceeds were donated to the Warwickshire and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance.

This year has been particularly memorable for three people associated with the choir. Accompanist, Rachel Bird, had a milestone birthday in May and before the concert in Warwick, the chairman, Alison Peerman, presented her with a bouquet of flowers and a gift voucher.

After the concert in Wellesbourne, the choir met in the chancel of the church, much to the surprise of Musical Director, Margaret Cox and her bass singing husband, Tom, where they were presented with an owl-supported birdbath, a rose and some gift vouchers, as early presents for their forthcoming golden wedding anniversary, which they celebrate in July. Knowing how voluble many choir members are, it is amazing that both of these collections remained secret!

After a restful summer, the choir will start the autumn session on Tuesday 4th September at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church, Wellesbourne. The choir is always pleased to welcome new members, particularly those who sing either alto or bass. If you enjoy singing and would like join the choir, please contact Margaret Cox (01789 841826) for further details.
